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A. Interview question- response Renaissance Florence: Lorenzo de’ Medici and Leonardo da Vinci
Lorenzo de’ Medici,
1. Who is Lorenzo de’ Medici, and why do the Florentines regard him as the ‘Magnificent’?
Lorenzo de’ Medici was born in Florence in 1449, son to Piero the Gouty and Lucrezia Tornabuoni who belonged to the Medici family. He became the Lord of Florence at the age of 20. Despite his young age, he did his best whenever he was given the chance to complete all the political missions that were assigned to him in Rome, Naples and Venice. He is widely regarded as ‘magnificent’ based on his fine political and diplomatic skills, including his desire to establish policies of peace and balance in the whole Italian territory.  
2. Is it true that Lorenzo de’ Medici did not marry for love?
Yes, Lorenzo’s marriage to Clarice Orsini was an arranged marriage by the mother to foster a political alliance. Orsini hailed from Rome, and she was shy and reserved while Lorenzo was versatile and curious, different characters that did not match. Regardless, the marriage flourished as Orsini bore 10 children for Lorenzo.  
3. Some critics consider Lorenzo's reign of power over Florence to be of a despotic, what are your take on this?
To a wider extent, Lorenzo de’ Medici can be essentially be regarded as a tyrant during his reign of power. His despotic nature is attributed to how he continued ruling as just how all the men before him did. He bribed, threatened, and arranged marriages in order to maintain dominance. His despotic nature led to generations of resentment against the Medici family, mainly since the citizens of Florence weren’t able to exercise much political freedom. 
4. What led to Lorenzo de’ Medici to be regarded as a poet of great talent, and what drove his passion for poetry and art at large?
First of all, Lorenzo de’ Medici hailed from a family with the patronage of artists, architects, and writers. From an early age, he surrounded by what can be called a circle of good friends: this included his teacher  Marsilio Ficino, the humanist, Pico Della Mirandola, and his best and closest friend and poet Angelo Poliziano.  Additionally, Lorenzo de’ Medici had quite a preference for the Tuscan dialect over Latin based on its subtleness and uniqueness. Lastly, his love for art emanated from being a Florentine. Every Florentine loved art; art was everywhere in Florence, and it is this art that had made the Florence city immortal. It is his love for art as well as his attempt to secure support from Pope Sixtus IV, that he sent many of his favorite painters from Florence to Rome to paint the Sistine Chapel.
Leonardo da Vinci
1. Why is Leonardo da Vinci referred to as “Renaissance man?”
First of all, Leonardo da Vinci was born in 1452, Anchiano, near Vinci, Republic of Florence (Italy). He is one of Italy's original Renaissance men. He is profoundly referred to as the "Renaissance man" because the idea of the renaissance was developed during the very time in which he lived. He epitomized the Renaissance humanist ideal as he was a painter, a draftsman, a sculptor, an architect, and an engineer.
2. Describe Leonard da Vinci’s artistry in detail?
	Leonardo da Vinci’s artistic inclinations appeared early in his age. Leonardo received an intricate training that included sculpture, painting as well as the technical-mechanical arts while he was at Andrea del Verrocchio's workshop. His total output in artistry is painting is rather small; as there are less than 20 surviving paintings that can be accredited to him, and quite a lot of them are incomplete. His most important works include the “Battle of Anghiari” and the “Leda;” with the “Mona Lisa” and “Last Supper” being two of the most widely popular and influential paintings of the Renaissance. 
3. Leonard da Vinci was considered a more liberal renaissance artist, how could this be justified?
It is his love for Humanism that compelled Leonardo to study human anatomy. His study was aimed at harnessing a greater understanding of the human body and to depict it more precisely in his work.  With this drive, Leonardo defied the Roman Catholic Church rule that restricted dissection of corpses for his work. His distinguished and peculiar graphic portraits demonstrated Leonardo's perceptive endeavor towards aesthetics. His bold creation of masterpieces that were pagan or non-religious led to the gradual change of mind of people from exceptionally religious and conservative to somewhat more liberal during the Renaissance period.
4. Leonardo da Vinci was renowned for giving a depth of atmosphere to the Florentine painting, how did he achieve this?
In his paintings, Leonardo used sunlight and shadow to bring highly stunning original pieces of art.   This kind of paintings portrayed an impeccable mastery of the dialectic of the unity of opposites as articulated in light and shade. He depicted objects and persons in such a way that they seemed to loom out of the darkness. These remarkable paintings were an integral part of their surroundings bringing about the sense of wholeness. This dialectical outlook of the world imparted an exceptional sense of power and emotion to his paintings.
.
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B.  Journal Entries as Michelangelo, a servant and artist to the Medici Family in Renaissance Florence.
1. The role of the Medici family in Florence; and my daily life.
The Medici family is one of the great families with power and dominance in Florence. They are distinguished as the first among equals based on how they could allow other noble and wealthy families to secure many of the offices of Florence's Republic government. During the difficult times, the Medic family uses their wealthy to smooth them; thereby ensuring every Florentine citizen has peace and stability. Florence had been known for its unique history on political turmoil; however, with the Medici family on power, tranquility has been the norm of the day. Medici family’s rule has turned Florence to flourish in trade and arts as well as made it a cultural center.
2. The role of the Medici family in the Renaissance. 
The Medici family engaged and continues to engage in wool merchants and bankers. The profitability of these businesses led them to be extremely wealthy. The Medici bank that brought the family to eminence in Florence was started by Cosimo de Medici son to Giovanni de Medici. The family gathered prominence under Cosimo de' Medici; the Grand maestro (leader) in the Republic of Florence during the first half of the 15th century. 
     	In the artistic world, the Medici family is most famous for their patronage of the arts. They were at the forefront when it comes to paying artists commissions for major works of art. As such, their patronage on art led to a huge impact on the Renaissance, as artists could focus on their work without having to worry about money.
3. Artists sponsored by the Medici, and the role of these artists in the Renaissance
The Medic family was certainly directly responsible for patronizing a variety of the greatest artists in the Renaissance. The great architect Bruneschelli worked under the patron of Cosimo the Elder to build the great Medic Sacristy. Uccello, the architecture was ordered by Cosimo to build and paint the De Medici Palace. During the reign of Lorenzo the Magnificent, Lorenzo continued in his grandfather's footsteps with sponsorship of the arts and culture. Lorenzo also sponsored me and my compatriot Botticelli, whereby it is certain that our talents might not have been recognized had they been born elsewhere at another time. Also, Perugino, Verrocchio, and Ghirlandaio are also under the patron of our leader Lorenzo, “the Magnificent.” Under his leadership, I was commissioned to build a sculpture garden at San Marco. 
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